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Worship Schedule 
Saturdays: 5:00 pm 
Sundays: 10:00 am 
Education Hour: 11:00 am 
Sunday  Channel 7 at 9:00 am 

 

Morning Prayer For 
  Fellow-Prisoners

O God, early in the morning I cry to you.
Help me to pray and to concentrate my thoughts on you; 
 I can’t do this alone.
In me there’s darkness, but with you there’s light;
I’m lonely, but you don’t leave me;
I’m feeble in heart, but with you there’s help;
I’m restless, but with you there’s peace.
In me there’s bitterness, but with you there’s patience;
I don’t understand your ways, but you know the way for me.

O Heavenly Father, I praise and thank you for rest  in the night;
I praise and thank you for this new day;
I praise and thank you for all your goodness and  faithfulness 
 throughout my life.
You have granted me many blessings;
Now let me also accept what’s hard from your hand.
You will lay on me no more than I can bear.
You make all things work together for good for your children.

Lord Jesus Christ,
You were poor and in distress, a captive and forsaken as I am.
You know all man’s troubles;
You abide with me when all men fail me;
You remember and seek me;
It’s your will that I should know you and turn to you.
Lord, I hear your call and follow; help me.

con’t pg. 4
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Prayer Concerns of those we prayed for April 2020
We Believe in Prayer For praise and 
thanksgiving ...
Elizabeth A. Eaton - Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Jessica Christ - Bishop - Montana Synod; 
For people around the world in need ... 
Needs of our neighborhood coping with 
Covid - 19 virus 
President Donald Trump (requested by Peace 
member) 
Christine & Scotty Soileau – Quantico, VA. (mem-
ber of Peace) 
For illness or injuries .. of members
Carol Hoefner - St. John’s
Kathy Gilbertson
Hank Tungstall - healing
LaWanda Sherseth - healing
Annette Reich - Tender Nest
John Modde - recovery
Kathleen Gregg - healing
Larry Heiser – 

Prayer Concems is a published list of those 
on the prayer chain, who have given permis-

sion to publish their names. If you are interested 
in praying for these, as well as others, please join 
the prayer chain. They have leaders who call or 
email. Please call lone Bloom at 652-2441 or Lisa 
Grimsley (698-4121).

 For illness or injuries .. of family 
and friends. 
Ronna Boges -  Rosanne Modde’s daughter cancer
Carrie - friend of Jo Pates, cancer
Jon - healing
Pastor Jean Hay cancer diagnosis
John, for peace and healing
Mary - comfort
Dorothy
Briana, Lucas, Todd and Kendra
Jim Zeiler, brother of Sharon Hedden, healing
Jenny - Rick & Barb Olson daughter, cancer
Malcom - 6 yrs. old with a brain tumor
Rako Zech & family, Ron’s Zech son - cancer 
 diagnosis 
Gary Fink - healing 
Ann Strecker - friend of Rick & Barb Olson - healing
Laura Fisher (Jodi Peterson’s cousin) cancer
Shawn Hanser 
Bud Leuthold - friend of Joy Lindberg leukemia 
 For those grieving… 
Linda & Gary Branae, (Lois Gorseth friends) and 
family of Micah Hilario on his death

With sincere gratitude

Pastor Will and  the members of Peace Lu-
theran Church, On April 14, our son-in-law 

Micah Hilario passed away after a courageous 
battle with ALS. We want to thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts for sustaining him and us 
in your prayers over these past several years. 
As former members of Peace we still have fond 
memories of the church and the many friends we 
still have there. Prayer has been important part of 
our journey with Micah. We have been sustained 
through these difficult times by the love, care and 
concern of so many people. Thanks you again 
and God’s blessings to you all. 
Gary and Linda Branae, Amy Branae Hilario, 
Charley and Elsa
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A Day in the Life of the Intern 

 In many respects our individual worlds have become smaller since we began sheltering in place.  
For many of us, a majority of our life is now limited primarily to the place where we live.  Just over a 
month ago we would leave our homes to work, shop, eat out, enjoy entertainment, exercise, and visit 
friends and family.  But now all of that happens in the same place where we live.  And our worlds have 
become both more complicated and simpler in this compressing of our lives.  Everything feels like it has 
been mashed together in our lives physically, mentally, spiritually, and time-wise. 
I know that I have struggled to set boundaries to contain the different parts of my life over the past 
month or so.  Now more than ever we need to put in place practices to help us prioritize what is im-
portant in our lives and what we need in order maintain our physical, mental, and spiritual health.  I’m 
finding that I need to give myself some extra grace and care in the midst of everything and I imagine 
this is probably true for you too.
 But I also wonder what we might learn from having everything uprooted and mixed around and 
around until we aren’t sure what begins where and what ends when.
If the dining room table where we usually eat our meals also becomes the place where we participate in 
virtual Bible study, perhaps we might start to wonder what our salad or pasta could help us understand 
about who God is or how God is working in the world (I know this sounds silly but bear with me...maybe 
it’s more accurate that we can learn something about God through a nice slice of homemade carrot 
cake with cream cheese frosting???).
 If the place where you usually relax at the end of a long day becomes the place where you wor-
ship on Saturday night, Sunday morning, or Wednesday night, maybe worship becomes a more calm-
ing experience or maybe worship (in the broadest sense of the word) will become what you do after a 
long day.
 If the place where you usually play with your children becomes the place where you also do your 
job, perhaps your understanding of vocation expands and you will be able to more directly see how 
you are called to care for and play with your children or you identify ways in which your job brings you 
a deep sense of joy similar to when you play with your children.
 If your home office where you usually work also becomes the place where you worship, perhaps 
you will begin to see ways in which your work allows you to praise God with all the abilities that God 
has given you or maybe through your job you begin to seek out ways to live out God’s commandment 
to love your neighbors.
 Through all this compressing and mixing up of your lives, I pray that you will know more deeply 
that God is in every part of your life.  As everything in our lives is shifted around and mixed together a 
bit, may we all learn to notice the myriad of ways and places where we can experience something holy 
and sacred.  God is present with you now and will always be present with you.  
 It is my greatest hope that you will experience God’s tender embrace holding you through every-
thing- through the darkest nights and through rest-filled nights, through the mornings filled with anxiety 
and glimpses of joy, through the most boring and rejuvenating of afternoons, and through the evenings 
filled with beautiful family connections and uncertainty about what tomorrow will bring.

Peace be with you this day,
Intern Pastor Melissa



con’t from pg. 1

O Holy Spirit,
Give me faith that will protect me
from despair, from passions, and from vice;
Give me such love for God and men
as will blot out all hatred and bitterness;
Give me the hope that will deliver me
from fear and faint-heartedness.
Amen.   Dietrich Bonhoeffer

The question I’m asking most often these days is, “How are you doing?” I don’t think it is 
a particularly helpful question, but I do hope it communicates a genuine care for others. 
So, how are you doing?

I’m feeling distant, cooped up, and a bit anxious. I’m also feeling incredibly loved and en-
veloped by grace both from God and you all. It’s a weird place to be these days. I’ve talked 
to many of you and I’ve heard similar sentiments. We are going to make it through this 
together even if we are apart.

I need to brag a little bit. I woke up to a surprise on Easter morning. My children had been 
covertly working on making an Easter egg hunt for Kaia and me. Evie made origami Easter 
eggs and she and her brothers filled the eggs with clues where to find the next eggs. 
Along with the clues the eggs contained something far more precious. There were notes 
that told Kaia and I how much they loved and appreciated us. These notes are still sitting 
in an Easter basket near our dining room table and every single time I walk by them I smile 
and I am filled with awe at these young people. (It helps to walk by this basket before and 
after they pick a fight with each other or generally act like siblings.) They clearly take 
after their mother in their thoughtfulness.

Easter notes from my kids and Bonhoefer’s prayer for fellow prisoners are the things I 
need daily to make it through this time of uncertainty. I happen to think Bonhoeffer’s 
prayer is one of the finest sermons I’ve ever heard as well. Where is our hope? Where is 
our security? Where is our future? Bonhoeffer locates the answer to each of these ques-
tions in the one who has always been with us and always will be. God has not abandoned us. 
Our hope is not hollow.

One of the clearest signs for me of the hope of God is Communion. But every memory I 
have of partaking in Communion is wrapped up in people. I think of worshipping in “Cross 
Meadow” at Christikon and receiving the meal from my fellow counselors. I think of my 
wedding day and serving Communion to all those who came to celebrate with Kaia and me. 
I think of First Communion for each of my kids. Leading up to Easter we followed Bishop 
Eaton’s and Bishop Jungling’s recommendation to use that time as a “Lenten Fast” from 

4    Herald of Peace        May 2020
Congregational News



May 2020    Herald of Peace    5

the meal. I feel the time for the fast is ended. We are still the people of God even as we 
are a bit scattered. 

We will not be able to worship together in May (see the note from me and your Council in 
this newsletter), but we will offer the space to participate in the Lord’s Supper online May 
9th and 10th. We’ll do this once a month until we can gather again fully. All you need is to join 
us for worship online and have some type of bread and wine or juice. (It could be especially 
meaningful to bake a small loaf of bread just for Communion.) We will worship together and 
I’ll repeat the words that Jesus spoke and invite you, wherever you are, to eat and drink. If 
you would rather wait until we are together full, that is perfectly acceptable.

You are in my prayers and I ask you to join with me in praying as Bonhoeffer did.

“Give me such love for God and men (all people) as will blot out all hatred and bitterness; 
give me the hope that will deliver me from fear and faint-heartedness. Amen”

Peace,
Will + 

Update from Pastor Will and the Council
   
On Wednesday April 22 Governor Bullock moved Montana to Phase 1 of reopening. This is good 
news! This means the Shelter in Place order has been effective and we have flattened the curve. But 
we are not out of the woods yet.

Part of the Governor’s Phase 1 plan was to allow churches to meet if they could strictly adhere to 
social distancing in worship. After speaking with my ELCA colleagues in town and sharing the recom-
mendation from that group with your Church Council, we have decided to continue the suspension of 
all activities through May. We are also designating our Quarterly Offering Gift to go to Family Service 
which is doing good and necessary work in this time.

Why aren’t we asking everyone to come back if the Governor said it was okay? The short answer is 
we care about your health and well-being. We at Peace cannot adequately social distance in worship. 
(Did you know that when you sing droplets can travel up to 27 feet?) We are not willing at this point to 
set a limit on how many people can attend and risk turning anyone away at the door. We are not willing 
to have anyone from our at risk population feel obligated to come to worship when it is not in their best 
interests. We love you and for that reason we are not resuming in person activities just yet.

Your Council is using this time to develop protocols and procedures for when we do come back into 
the building for worship. If you have concerns or questions, please reach out. We want to know what 
you are thinking too.

Congregational News
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Congregational News
Notice of Special Congregational Meeting

People of Peace,

   First and foremost, thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Peace. We miss you! I 
and your Church Council want to give you an update on steps we are taking to care for the staff and 
continue serving our community. Part of that update is calling for a Special Congregational Meeting 
to be held on May 16th at 6pm and May 17th at 11am through Zoom online meetings. (Zoom meeting 
details are at the end of this letter.) The purpose of this meeting is to affirm the Council’s action at my 
recommendation to apply for the forgivable Payroll Protection Program on behalf of Peace Lutheran 
Church.

   Peace applied for the forgivable Payroll Protection Program (PPP) on April 9th and we were ap-
proved on April 17th. The Council approved applying for this program without congregational approval 
due to the time sensitive nature of the program. Now that we’ve been approved through Western 
Security Bank we are seeking your affirmation of this action.

Here are the details:
- Peace applied for $28,240.30 which is 2.5x our monthly payroll.
- This is a forgivable loan. The loan can be forgiven to the extent that the proceeds have been
 used to cover the following costs incurred and payments made during the eight-week period 
 after the loan is made: payroll costs, excluding the prorated portion of any person’s compensation  
 above $100,000 per year; mortgage interest (but not prepayments or principal payments) and rent 
 payments on mortgages and leases in existence before Feb. 15, 2020; and certain utilities — 
 including electricity, gas, water, transportation, and phone and Internet access — that began 
 before Feb. 15, 2020. At least 75% of the loan must be used for payroll costs.
- We have eight-weeks from the date the loan is made to use the funds. We cannot sit on them or   
 use them to build reserves. As of April 23rd we have not received the funds.
- To receive forgiveness of the loan we will fully document, through payroll records, canceled    
 checks, etc., that we spent the money as allowed within the eight-week period.
- In accepting the PPP we are also committing to not reducing staff or staff compensation.

    If this is a forgivable loan do we need to have a Special Congregational Meeting to 
 approve this action? 
The ELCA advises us in this way:
If your congregation takes the position that the expenditure of these funds was already budgeted, 
then no meeting is necessary under C12.05.c. If your congregation takes the position that it intends 
to fully comply to get loan forgiveness, then the expenditure is not in excess of anticipated receipts 
and no meeting is necessary under C12.05.d. If those conditions are met, then congregation council 
action is sufficient, and no congregational meeting is necessary. If those conditions are not met, how-
ever, or the congregation decides to hold a meeting, one option is to meet remotely. If timing is an is-
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sue, the congregation can start the application process and ratify when it can hold a remote meeting. 
If no meeting is held now, we recommend having a later meeting when the congregation can ratify the 
action and avoid any doubt.

   If you have any questions please reach out to me or any of your Church Council members.

   I cannot thank you enough for your continued financial support of Peace’s ministries. 
  You are a blessing!
   Peace,
   Will and Your Church Council



Mission & Service Opportunities
The Mission and Service committee hopes that May’s update finds you safe and well.  With the 
uncertainty of when we will be able to gather again, the events below are tentative at this point.

 Family Promise – Watch for information in the summer newsletter article about our next 
 hosting dates of the Week of July 26 and the opportunity to serve.

 Quilt/Soap Shipment Offering- Donations can be taken online or mailed in regarding 
 Lutheran World Relief to help with shipment costs of quilts and soap to disaster areas. It 
 costs Lutheran World relief $2.50 to ship each quilt to a disaster area.

Thank you for participating in any areas that you are able as we continue to reach out in service as 
God’s people.  The committee meets again in May, and we will be discussing upcoming summer 

volunteer opportunities.  More to come!  Stay well and safe.
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Christikon Clips
May 2020
A few updates regarding Christikon’s 2020 season:
• We know that, just like us, you’re working hard to determine how things will   
 unfold as we move through spring and consider summer plans. We are sketching   
 out various options regarding our schedule—as we get a better sense of 
 how/when we’ll come out of current shelter-in-place mode we’ll adjust as 
necessary and provide   regular communication via direct messages, 
website and social media, etc.
• At this point please disregard any deadlines you received in group mailings. If you need to adjust  
 your plans, even right up to your trip date, or if conditions force us to change the schedule, we  
 will work with each group to get things figured out
• While there is much yet unclear about how we’ll spool back up from the pandemic, the latest   
 word from Montana and our local health officials is that social distancing and other efforts are  
 making a difference, and that we’re near or at the high point in the curve. This can change, of  
 course, but in my conversations with local and state officials, they are already hard at work   
 planning for how things will open back up 
• Some camps and retreat centers in the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Network canceled their   
 summer plans. There is no directive from LOM or the American Camping Association regarding  
 how/when season are adjusted, but rather support from both entities for each camp to make   
 decisions based on their context.
Christikon will do ministry this summer, knowing it may take a different shape depending on how 
things unfold. Our leadership is committed to honoring our contracts to summer staff—we know 
how important life in intentional Christian community is to them, and how it impacts their lives, the 
Church and the world.
Thank you for your continued partnership in Christikon’s mission and ministry. We pray for God’s 
blessings in your context, and ask for your prayers as we plan for the season ahead. As always, 
please contact me anytime with questions or to learn more.

 It is the mission of Christikon to awaken and nurture faith in Christ— 
exploring God’s creation and the adventure of life together.



May 2020    Herald of Peace     9 Upcoming Mission & Service Opportunities to Watch For
The Mission and Service committee hopes that May’s update finds you safe and well.  

With the uncertainty of when we will be able to gather again, the events below are 
tentative at this point.

 Family Promise – Watch for information in the summer newsletter article about our next hosting 
dates of the Week of July 26 and the opportunity to serve.

Quilt/Soap Shipment Offering- Donations can be taken online or mailed in regarding 
 Lutheran  World Relief to help with shipment costs of quilts and soap to disaster areas. It 

costs Lutheran World relief $2.50 to ship each quilt to a disaster area.
	 Christikon	Work	Weekend-	Consider	helping	at	camp	the	weekend	of	May	22-25	as	numerous	
volunteers gather to get the camp ready for the summer season.  Many talents and hands are needed 

on a very busy weekend.

Thank you for participating in any areas that you are able as we continue to reach out in service as 
God’s people.  The committee meets again in May, and we will be discussing upcoming summer volun-

teer opportunities.  More to come!  Stay well and safe.

 

May Worship Themes
The early churches grow and struggle and we end the month with Pentecost!

(Sermon focus texts are in bold.)

May 2nd & 3rd  Fourth Weekend of Easter      “Shift”
Readings: Psalm 23; Mark 13:9-11; Acts 17:1-9, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
How could Jesus who was weak and humiliated in his crucifixion be the one to bring salvation to 
all of humanity?  Paul tells the Thessalonians and us to shift our perspective to the power of Jesus’ 
resurrection.

May 9th & 10th   Fifth Weekend of Easter     “Disunity”
Readings: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Mark 9:34-35; Acts 18:1-4, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Who gets our allegiance? This was a big question for the early church at Corinth. Today we can run into 
some of the same questions. Who do we belong to? Christ alone!

May 16th & 17th  Sixth Weekend of Easter      “Love”
Readings: Psalm 66:8-20; Mark 12:28-31; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Paul’s message to the divided church at Corinth was a message of radical love.  How is God inviting us to 
participate in a radical love in order to bring about and nurture the kingdom of God in our world and in our 
church? 

May 20th & 21st  Seventh Weekend of Easter      “Conviction”
Readings: Psalm 47; Mark 12:26-27a; 1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57
Have you ever heard of an “elevator speech?” Imagine you are in an elevator with someone and you have 
just that time together to convince them of something. Salespeople all have an elevator speech. Paul is 
giving us his elevator speech here. Come and listen!

May 30th & 31st  Pentecost Weekend      “Equipped”
Readings: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Mark 1:4-8; Acts 2:1-4, 1 Corinthians 12:1-13
The gift of the Holy Spirit has been given to every member of the Body of Christ and we each are uniquely 
equipped to participate in God’s work in the world.   How is the Spirit continuing to mobilize and unite us 
today?

Worship News

 

2020 National Day of 
Prayer May 7, 2020
This year, National Day of 
Prayer Task Force will hold a 

noon prayer time on Thursday, May 7th on the Courthouse Lawn 
runs from 12:00-1:00 pm. Our rallying cry is “See You at Court.”  
Due to the various precautions, we will be practicing social dis-
tancing. We have access to a loudspeaker this year so everyone 
should be able to hear the prayers.
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Check out the web site: 
peacelutheranbillings.

com. Web site is updated 
with, up to date calendar, 
newsletter in color, Youth 
page, and photo page. 

Church Council Minutes
The approved church council minutes are 

available at the bulletin board outside the church 
office. Thank you

Find us on facebook:
Peace Lutheran Church, Billings MT

Church E-mail Addresses
Pastor Will
 prsappington@gmail.com
Church Office
 peaceoffice@bresnan.net
Intern Pastor
 internpeace@gmail.com
Youth Director
 peacelcyouth@gmail.com

Congregational News

Simply Giving Program - Would you find it help-
ful to have your offerings taken from your bank 
account as you do other monthly drafts? Thri-
vent Financial for Lutherans sponsors a program 
called Simply Giving which offers this service for 
people who wish to have offerings transferred 
electronically to Peace 
Lutheran Church ac-
count. For those who 
travel, this is particu-
larly helpful in keeping 
up with their intended offerings, and it will keep 
you from having to make up the difference later. 
Contact the church office for more details. 

The Regular schedule for 
Women’s Circles returns:
Ruth Circle meets on the 
second Tuesday at 11:30 am at 
Hardees on 24th

Martha Circle meets on the 
third Wednesday of the month at 10:00 am in the 
fellowship hall

Deborah/Katie Circle meets Second Saturday at 
10:30 am at Peace

Congregational Life Committee
The Congregational Life Committee is 
responsible to touch the lives of the people of 
Peace Lutheran Church by involving them in the 
life and ministry of the church.  One of the most 
visible responsibilities is fellowship following 
worship services.  We moved from asking 
service committee members to bring cookies, 
etc., to providing doughnuts.  So, the duties have 
been reduced and only one or two people are 
needed for each Sunday.  We will continue to 
assign monthly service committees as we have 
done in the past.  If we have a potluck or other 
congregational function during the month, the 
committee may be asked to help.  A committee 
chairperson will be assigned each month and 
will ask committee members to help with the 
fellowship/coffee following Sunday worship.  

May Serving group
Ione/Bob Bloom
Rhonda Hanson
Larry Hanson
Mary Ann/Ron Conboy
Marge Farmer
Nancy Whitmer
Claudia/John Decker
Marge/Ken Peterson
Karen/Keith Hann
Wanda/Barney Helland
Kayla Bettise
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2020 Circles & Bible Studies: 
Everyone is welcome! 

Martha Circle 
Meets Third Wednesday, at 10:00 am 

in the Fellowship hall

Deborah-Katie Circle 
Meets 2nd Saturday at 10:30 am 

at Peace

Ruth Circle
Meets second Tuesday at 11:30 am

at Hardees on 24th

May 21st

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 
Meets every 

Wednesday at 6:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. New-comers 

and one-timers are 
always welcome

Catch 
Worship 
Service 
Broad-
cast on 
Community 
Channel 7 
Sunday Mornings 
at 9:00 am 

Peace Lutheran Church Council 
President - Tony Pecarina 
Vice President - Dewey Anderson
Secretary - Linda Strosky 
Dewey Anderson - Abundant Life, Property
Mike Brown -  Property
Robin Felton - Education/Youth
Wendy Goodheart - 
Holli Miller - Congregational Life
Tony Pecarina - Education/Youth
Jody Pierce - Education/Youth
Dan Quanbeck - 
Bryan Peterson - Mission & Service
Nate Sider - Education/Youth
Linda Strosky - Mission & Service
Nancy Taylor - Mission & Service

Boards/Committees
St John’s Ministries 
Rich Robbins 
Rhonda Sappington

Christikon 
Kaia Sappington
Mike Brown
Erl Barsness

Lutheran Center
Rhonda Hanson
Debbie Sider         
Endowment Trustee    
Ed Popp  Molly Johnson 
Bernie Mason Rhonda Hanson
Dean Welliever

Nominating Committee 
Dean Welleiever 
George Simek
Chuck Sider
Linda Strosky
Holli Miller 

Questions about Council Activities? If 
you have any questions or comments

 regarding any council action - pending or 
          complete - please contact  

President  Tony Pecarina
Vice-President  Dewey Anderson

Currently Suspended

Meeting on Zoom
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2020 Vacation Bible School 
We have decided to postpone Vacation 
Bible School indefinitely. We’re not sure 
what Vacation Bible School will look like for 
us this year, but we do know that our priority 
is health and safety for all who come 
through the doors at Peace.  
 
Even though Vacation Bible School might 
not look like it normally does, we are still 
planning some cool stuff for the week that 
Vacation Bible School was originally set to 
take place, June 1st-5th. This includes a 
(drumroll please)... 

Daily Live Stream 
Vacation Bible School Celebration  

 
 Every morning at VBS, we open with 

singing, dancing, acting, and other fun stuff. 
Each morning the week of June 1st-5th, we 

are going to Live Stream an opening 
celebration! Stay tuned because more fun 

stuff is in the works for this week, too!  
 

Riddle:  
What is full of holes but still holds water?  

 
Would You Rather… 

1. Be able to jump as far as a kangaroo 
or hold your breath as long as a 
whale? 

2. Eat a cupcake or a popsicle? 
3. Have super strength or super 

speed? 
Email your answers to Vanessa at 

peacelcyouth@gmail.com!  
 
 
 

Zoom Youth Group 
Hey, Peace Youth! Join in on our Zoom 

meeting on Wednesday night from 
7:30-8:30 PM! We’ll have the same routine! 
Highs and Lows, a lesson, and a game! You 

know it’ll be a good time.  
Email Vanessa at peacelcyouth@gmail.com 

for the Meeting ID. 
 
 
 

Children’s Message 
Stay tuned for videos from Vanessa on our 
Youtube Page: Peace Lutheran Billings 
Facebook Page: Peace Lutheran Church, 
Billings, MT 
 
So far we’ve got a science project, a Palm 
Sunday parade, a reading of The Monster at 
the End of the Book, and  a magic trick! 
What could happen next? 
 

Someday Soon Jar Project 
Looking for a way to stay hopeful? This is a 
cool project that has helped keep my spirits 
up, so I thought you might like to join in on 
the fun too! I know these times are tough, 
but we can get through it together!  
 

1. Find any jar, basket, or container.  
2. Decorate the jar with a “Someday 

Soon” label. 
3. Every time your family wishes you 

could do something (go somewhere, 
treat yourselves, see someone you 
love, visit a new place or invite 
people to visit you) write it down on 
a piece of paper and put it in your 
jar! 

4. When things start to go back to 
normal and it’s safe to do the tasks 
in your “Someday Soon” jar, you can 
draw a slip of paper for a fun idea! 
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INTERN NEWS 

Dear Peace and St. John’s United,

My name is Josh Wyman, and I am so privileged and honored to be 
your Pastoral Intern this upcoming year. I cannot wait to meet you 
all, and to see how God will be at work in our time together. I have 
heard such wonderful things about all of you from Pastor Sapping-
ton, Pastor Guhn, and Intern Pastor Johansen, and I am so blessed 
to have the opportunity to learn, grow, and serve alongside you all. 
Before I get to Billings, I wanted to take some time to introduce my-
self, and let you all know a little bit about who I am.
I am from Mahtomedi, MN, a small suburb of St. Paul, and have lived in Minnesota for almost my en-
tire life. I am the luckiest guy in the world to be married to my amazing wife Anna, and she is “over the 
moon” about moving to Billings and doing life alongside you all as well. She is living out who God has 
called her to be by serving and loving the world through her vocation as a Social Worker. Currently, she 
is serving as a healthcare social worker with people on dialysis and with End Stage Renal Disease. 
Our cat, Leo, and our dog, Riley, will be coming with us to Montana as well, and I’m sure they are just 
as thrilled as we are.
In terms of my hobbies, I love football any way I can get it, and I am excited to see what the Broncs, the 
Golden Bears, and the Falcons have to offer on the field. I also enjoy movies and theatre, and seeing 
how people bring story to life. Anna is an avid bookworm, and has five different libraries that she fre-
quents in the area. We love to travel, and experience new cultures and seeing the different ways people 
do life all around the world. Being in nature is another thing that really brings us joy, and we can’t wait 
to see all that Billings has to offer.
A few things of the many things that I am passionate about in terms of ministry include engaging the 
surrounding community, and serving our brothers and sisters in the world around us. I love getting to 
know people, learning who they are, and who God has revealed Godself to be to them. I am passionate 
about meeting people where they are, celebrating with them in the good times, and sitting with them in 
the hard times. I get inspired by learning who God has uniquely made each individual to be, and explor-
ing where the Spirit is calling them to use their gifts and passions in the world. And I love to proclaim the 
Good News of Christ’s love, grace, and forgiveness from the pulpit, and in how I live.
Thank you all so much for this amazing opportunity to walk alongside you all this coming year, it is truly 
an honor. I will be praying for you all as our time together draws near, and I cannot wait to see how God 
has been active in your midst, and to see who God calls all of us to be together. 

God Bless,
Josh Wyman
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1 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting mem-
bers and others of the Rocky Mountain Synod 
gathering online for a digital synod assembly. Pray 
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encour-
age them in proclaiming the gospel, growing the 
church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s 
work in an ever-changing world.
2 There are more than 100 Asian congregations 
and ministries in the ELCA. We remember in our 
prayers these congregations, ELCA Asian and 
Pacific Islander Ministries and the Association of 
Asian and Pacific Islanders, and ask God to bless 
their work with distinct, unique groups and com-
munities as part of a common yet diverse Asian 
community.
3 Jesus is our Savior, guide and shepherd, whom 
we have faith in and trust with leading us through 
life	 in	 this	world	and	 to	a	new	 life	―	 life	eternal	
―	that	we	could	not	have	imagined	or	created	on	
our own. Praise God!
4 Give thanks for the service and witness of U.S.-
based mission personnel and of young adults serv-
ing in the Young Adults in Global Mission program, 
who have been brought home from their work with 
global companions due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Pray for their physical and spiritual health and 
that they will continue to respond to God’s call to 
serve in our church, our congregations, related or-
ganizations and society.
5 Ask God to help us have faith in how God leads, 
comforts, protects, nourishes and loves us all the 
days of our life.
6 Pray that we will be guided by the spirit, manner 
and example of Jesus to be humble and gracious 
in our faith, service and daily lives.
7 Ask God to help us endure the risks and diffi-
culties of sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, 
doing good, working for justice and serving our 
neighbors in need.

8 Give thanks for the work of the ELCA Domes-
tic Mission unit, directors for evangelical mission, 
synod staff, coaches and consultants, and other 
partners assisting congregations as they renew 
themselves as communities of faith engaged in 
God’s	mission	―	locally	and	globally.	
9 Pray that children and youth who suffer domestic 
abuse will experience the physical, emotional and 
spiritual care of concerned, skilled adults who inter-
vene in their situations and help provide the safety, 
healing and trustworthy love for which they yearn.
10 Remembering Jesus’ words to Thomas — “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life” — we pray 
that they will empower us to embrace Jesus as 
the son of God and our salvation, and fill our lives 
with confidence to perform works of love, mercy, 
justice, truth and kindness.
11 Pray for our outdoor ministries and their year-
round and summer staff, who are working to adapt 
their ministries, programs and ways of serving con-
gregations and communities during these times of 
COVID-19.
12 Pause throughout the day and give thanks for 
the simple things of creation that enrich your life 
and faith and fill you with joy and wonder.
13 Give thanks that God knows us intimately and 
listens to our prayers, and that God is our rock, 
refuge and source of steadfast love in all circum-
stances and in all places.
14 Pray for students of all ages as they participate 
in online classes, wonder about their school year, 
prepare for finals and graduations, and long for their 
normal social interactions and school activities.
15 Pray for synod leaders who are discerning new 
plans, formats and dates for their assemblies with 
concern for the health and well-being of leaders, 
voting members and others; pray the Spirit will 
guide their plans and strengthen their unwaver-
ing work of proclaiming the gospel, growing the 
church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s 
work in the world.
16 Give thanks and praise to God that our church 
and lives are built on the solid, enduring founda-
tion of Christ; pray that we, as siblings in Christ, 
will be bold and welcoming in our invitation to our 
neighbors to believe, have faith and experience 
the blessings of community with us.
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17 The love of God and the Spirit of truth dwell 
within us and prevail in our daily lives. Pray that 
with this knowledge and inspiration, we will feel 
encouraged to follow the commandments and 
ways of God and to exemplify love, truth, mercy 
and service in the world.
18 Thank God for our special relationship with the 
Reformed Church in America, a full communion 
partner with the ELCA since 1997; pray for the 
church, its diverse ministries and its members and 
leaders; and pray that together we will find mu-
tual support, new partnerships and new resources 
for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our 
neighbor.
19 Pray that our baptism into the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ will banish our fears of 
doing God’s work in the world and will prepare us 
daily for sharing the gospel and serving our neigh-
bor with gentleness and reverence.
20 Give thanks for parents, aunts, uncles and 
grandparents whose example and convictions 
teach children and youth the values of compas-
sion, generosity and respect for one another. 
21 Ascension of Our Lord  While we look forward 
to everlasting life and being with Jesus in heaven, 
pray that we will live with confidence and joy in the 
promise of salvation and the presence of the Spirit, 
which sustains and equips us for the work we are 
called to today as people of the good news.
22 Remember in prayer our ELCA missionaries, 
global companions and international leaders. Pray 
for their health and well-being as well as their 
continuing witness and service in the world even 
though some of our work together may have been 
temporarily suspended.
23 Think about the blessings, wisdom, revelations 
and gifts you have received by God’s grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ; give thanks for each one. 
24 Give thanks, praise and glory to God for restor-
ing our relationship with our Creator and unifying 
us	―	beloved	children	of	God	―	through	the	love	
and sacrifice of Jesus.

25 Memorial Day  Today we remember, mourn and 
give thanks for the military men and women who 
have given their lives in pursuit of justice, peace 
and freedom for our country and all nations.

26 Pray that the Spirit of God working in us will 
help us value every generation for its faith, wisdom, 
gifts and diverse life experiences, and that we will 
not disparage or discount one another because of 
age, mistakes or differences of perspective but in-
stead will give thanks and affirm and support one 
another as members of the body of Christ, which 
includes all generations.

27 Pray that we will be mindful and responsive 
to those who have become more lonely, isolated 
or distant over the past weeks and months, and 
that they will feel more connected and comforted 
as we reach out to one another and discover new 
ways of being in community and relationship with 
each other.

28 Give thanks for the commitment, creativity and 
compassion of teachers, teacher assistants, pro-
fessors, educators and school staff who, facing 
difficult and uncertain situations, have persisted in 
attending to the educational and personal needs 
of	their	students	―	our	children,	youth	and	young	
adults.

29 Pray for congregations, Christian education 
leaders, youth and family ministry leaders, and 
volunteers preparing for summer programs, that 
they will deepen and stir the faith of members and 
reach into neighborhoods and surrounding com-
munities with the gospel and an active spirit of 
hospitality and service.

30 Pray that our church’s endeavors to foster un-
derstanding and unity between Lutherans, other 
Christian denominations and other faiths will yield 
abundant fruit for the glory of God and for healing 
our rifts and our brokenness.

31 Day of Pentecost  Lift up prayers of joy and 
thanksgiving for how we are united in one Spirit 
yet manifest diverse gifts, abilities and wisdom for 
sharing the gospel, building up the body of Christ 
and serving our neighbor.
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We remember our military personnel who have 
gave their lives to protect our freedom!


