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Making Christ Available to All 
by Rejoicing, Renewing and Reaching Out

Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement

Worship Schedule 
Saturdays: 5:00 pm 
Sundays: 10:00 am 
Education Hour: 11:00 am 
Sunday  Channel 7 at 9:00 am 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
 in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,

    from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
   Psalm 90:1-2

People of Peace,
On September 15th your council met to discuss what re-
suming worshipping in the sanctuary would look like and 
if it was even was possible. I need 
to commend your Church Council 
for their thoughtful and faith-
ful leadership during this time. 
Thank you, Council! A larger than 
possible thank you also goes to 
John Felton for his wisdom, time, 
and encouragement. I’m thrilled 
to say we will be holding worship 
services in the sanctuary beginning Saturday October 
3rd and Sunday the 4th. 

While we will be returning to the sanctuary we are still 
living in a pandemic so there will be some significant 
changes to how we gather. 
- Please have your mask on as you leave your vehicle and 
keep it on until you return to your vehicle. Masks are re-
quired at all times with the exception of the brief time 
you take communion.

con’t pg. 4
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Prayer Concerns of those we prayed for September 2020
We Believe in Prayer For praise and 
thanksgiving ...
Elizabeth A. Eaton - Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Jessica Christ - Bishop - Montana Synod; 
For people around the world in need ... 
Needs of our neighborhood coping with 
Covid - 19 virus 
President Donald Trump (requested by Peace 
member) 
Christine & Scotty Soileau – Quantico, VA. (mem-
ber of Peace) 
For illness or injuries .. of members
Grady
Jane Stark
Howard Albers
Doris Berg
Frank Mosdal - hospice care
Larry Hanson - contracted covid19
Carol Hoefner - 
Kathy Gilbertson
Hank Tungstall - healing
LaWanda Sherseth - healing
Annette Reich - Tender Nest
John Modde - recovery
Kathleen Gregg - healing
Larry Heiser – 

Prayer Concems is a published list of those 
on the prayer chain, who have given permis-

sion to publish their names. If you are interested 
in praying for these, as well as others, please join 
the prayer chain. They have leaders who call or 
email. Please call lone Bloom at 652-2441 or Lisa 
Grimsley (698-4121).

 For illness or injuries .. of family 
and friends. 
Kim Anderson - friend of Jo Pates, Illness
John & Rosanne Mode - John’s son JC kidney can-
cer starting Chemo
John & Rosanne Modde - Rosanne’s Wayne , bone 
cancer
Jon - healing
John, for peace and healing
Mary - comfort
Dorothy
Briana, Lucas, Todd and Kendra
Jim Zeiler, brother of Sharon Hedden, healing
Jenny - Rick & Barb Olson daughter, cancer
Malcom - 6 yrs. old with a brain tumor
Rako Zech & family, Ron’s Zech son - cancer diag-
nosis 
Gary Fink - healing 
Ann Strecker - friend of Rick & Barb Olson - healing
Laura Fisher (Jodi Peterson’s cousin) cancer
Shawn Hanser 
Bud Leuthold - friend of Joy Lindberg leukemia 
 For those grieving… 

October 31st
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A Day in the Life of the Intern 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.      -Isaiah 55:8-9

 Football season is back! And do you know what football makes me 
think of? Jesus! For my newsletter entry this month, I would like to share a 
little bit about my faith journey with you all. I didn’t grow up in the church. 
My father passed away when I was young, and my mom wasn’t happy 
with how the pastor handled the funeral process, so we stopped going to 
church when I was in second grade. When all of my friends began going to 
confirmation in middle school, I ended up going with so that I could hang 
out with them, but never really connected with the faith aspect of ministry. 
Between my second grade year and my junior year of high school, I really 
only went to church to get the sermon notes done that were required for confirmation, and never at-
tended outside of those mandatory times. That is until my senior year of high school.
 As many of you know, I am a huge Green Bay Packers fan. One Sunday, I was watching a game 
that was really important for the Packers to win in order to make the playoffs, and they were losing. 
Jokingly, I looked up to the sky and said, “Hey God, if the Packers win this game, I’ll go to church next 
Sunday.” Seemingly immediately, Aaron Rodgers threw a touchdown pass. An hour or so later, the 
Packers had come back and won the game, and I sat on my couch in the basement worried that I may 
be smited if I was not sitting in a pew at 9:00 the next weekend. I attended church the next Sunday, 
and didn’t have a grand epiphany about faith, but just felt a moment of peace in my busy schedule. So I 
continued to go every Sunday for the next few months. Eventually the Youth Pastor noticed me, a high 
school student sitting by himself at the early service, and asked if I would be willing to be a leader at 
their Confirmation Camp. Again, out of fear of being smited, I agreed. Confirmation Camp is where the 
epiphany came. Watching how the students I worked with grew and changed that week changed my 
life, and the Spirit used it to awaken a faith within me that I didn’t know was there. 
 While the Green Bay Packers may be an unorthodox vehicle for inspiring faith in a person, that is 
how the Holy Spirit was able to reach me. The ways that God works in the world truly amazes me, and 
it forces me to never take anything for granted. If God can use something as silly as a football game 
to bring me to faith, who’s to say that God isn’t at work in the other small things that happen every day? 
While I may not always understand all of the ways that God is acting around me, the very fact that God 
is acting is a comfort. It makes me wonder what things that I perceive as insignificant today may appear 
as Spirit filled tomorrow? This thought helps to keep me searching, and discovering new ways, and new 
places where I see God in the world around me. So where is God in the world around you? What places 
is God showing up that you may not have expected? Where is God meeting you in your daily life today?

God Bless,
Josh Wyman
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- You can attend worship on alternating weeks based on last names. 
For October: 

A-L will have October 3rd, 4th, 17th, and 18th.
M-Z will have October 10th, 11th, 24th and 25th.

- Bring your own communion elements to worship.
- You will ushered to a specific seat in the sanctuary. You can only sit with your 
 house-hold. (People who are currently living in your home.)
- We have room for approximately 22 household units (between 35-44 people). Once 
 we reach the maximum you will be given the option of sitting in the Fellowship Hall 
 to watch the service on the television.
- We will be allowed to sing.
- We ask that all those who are able use the main double doors to enter and exit. 
 The only people we want using the parking lot door are those who need the elevator.
- The mailboxes, coat rack and nursery will be close off.
- You will be dismissed by pews and asked to return to your vehicles. There will be no
  fellowship time prior to or following worship.

This new way will take us a little bit to get used to and I ask that we have grace with each 
other. 

We will continue livestreaming our worship services and broadcasting on Community 7.

Like the Psalmist we recognize God dwells with us and not in any building. If you do not feel 
comfortable returning at this time know that we love and support you.

Please call me if you have any concerns or questions.
Will +

Dear Peace Lutheran Church, 
 As a recipient of a Peace Lutheran scholarship, I wanted to thank you for the funding of this 
scholarship. 
 I am currently a senior at MSUB here in Billings. I am majoring in Health and Human Perfor-
mance and have finished my chemistry minor. The end goal is to go to Physician Assistant
school at Rocky when I am done. Because of all the schooling now and in the future, the generosity of 
this scholarship is truly appreciated. 
 The support that Peace Lutheran has given not only me, but to the community is unmatched. 
This is four years in a row I’ve been gifted a scholarship, and each time I’ve been surprised with the 
generosity of the church. I know first-hand what the church has done for community helping with both 
Trunk-or-Treat and VBS every year possible. I couldn’t be more glad to a part of the congregation and I 
strive to show the same level of generosity that the church constantly does. Your support is unmatched, 
and I can’t say thank you enough.
Sincerely, 
Bryce Peterson

With sincere gratitude
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Upcoming Mission & Service Opportunities to Watch For 
The Mission and Service committee hopes this article finds you staying well and healthy.  There is still 

much uncertainty regarding how we will be able to serve as a congregation as our world and lives 
continue to evolve and revolve around this pandemic.  

Here are the Mission and Service notes for October.  Please consider praying for where you can per-
sonally serve others, and pray for those that will actively participate.

St. John’s Mending Project- As of the writing of this article, we have two Peace members 
volunteering their mending skills.

 All Congregation Day of Service/Family Promise Set-Up- Our next scheduled week to host   
 Family Promise is November 8-14.  How this week looks will depend on where things stand   
 with the pandemic.  We will at a minimum support this cause with meals.  Please reach out to   

 Family Promise any time if you would like to support them with meals.  You do not have to wait   
 for our hosting week to help.

Thanksgiving Baskets- Stay tuned for donation and volunteer opportunities as we build 
Thanksgiving baskets again this year.

School Kits to Lutheran World Relief- The Quilting group and the Mission & Service commit-
tee will be collaborating on this project along with congregational assistance.

Committee Volunteer Opportunities
Please give some personal consideration to exploring serving on one of the many committees that help 
the congregation of Peace Lutheran Church meet its mission of Rejoicing, Renewing, and Reaching 
Out.  Assistance is always appreciated in helping plan the education and numerous events that take 

place at Peace all year.  Your church council will also be looking to fill positions as we end the year.

Christikon Clips
2021 Calendar! The calendar and sessions listing is on our website www.
christikon.org . It’s not too soon to start planning for next summer’s trip to 
camp! Already accepting reservations! We are hopeful for a full season so 
registering sooner rather later is encouraged!

Fall Retreats: We have retreats scheduled into mid-October. Bring your group 
and enjoy fall in the mountains!

Thank you for your prayers this past summer, for the summer staff, for its ministry and for all who have 
joined in the Christikon life. 2020 held opportunity for much needed connection and ongoing ministry. It 
was better than we could have hoped for and we are grateful!

Capital Campaign. We are looking at the Adult Housing/Boys Dorm next! If you have not received a 
Capital Campaign packet, please contact the office and one will be sent to you. 

It is the mission of Christikon to awaken and nurture faith in Christ — exploring God’s creation and the 
adventure of life together.

Mission and Service News
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October Worship Themes
We move into Exodus to hear the foundational story of the deliverance of God’s people and 

how they forget the one who set them free.
(Sermon focus texts are in bold.)

October 3rd & 4th  Eighteenth Weekend after Pentecost   “Prepare”
Readings: Psalm 80:7-15; Luke 22:14-20; Exodus 12:1-13, 13:1-8
Someone told me once the story of God’s people is, “We almost died. We didn’t. Let’s eat.” This week we 
hear about the preparations for leaving behind slavery and abuse at the hands of the Egyptians. How do 
you prepare?

October 10th & 11th   Nineteenth Weekend after Pentecost   “Listening”
Readings: Psalm 23 Luke 22:34; Exodus 32:1-14
Listening is one of the most important parts of any relationship, and our relationship with God is no 
different. How does listening (or not listening) to God impact our relationship? How does God respond 
when we go to God with our needs?

October 17th & 18th Twentieth Weekend after Pentecost    “Answers”
Readings: Psalm 96:1-9; Luke 1:46-55; 1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20, 2:1-10
Hannah’s story is one of heartbreak and hope. We connect to her despair and her pleas to God. We 
rejoice with her as she sings to God. Where are the places your heart is singing praise?

September 26th & 27th  Reformation  Weekend     “Housebuilding”
Readings: Psalm 46; Luke 1:30-33; 2 Samuel 7:1-17
David is comfortable and thinking about a legacy. God reorients his thinking to give us a glimpse of God’s 
plan for all of us.

Worship News

 

Mid-Week Worship Service at Peace!!!
Everyone is invited to tune in 7pm Wednesday evenings.

Go to Website peacelutheranbillings.com
and join in the live stream of worship 

  October 7 - Evening Song
  October 15 - Compline
  October 22 - Celtic Evening Liturgy 
 October 29 - Holden Evening Prayer

Compline Worship

Holden
Evening

Prayer
Marty Haugen

Pastor Appreciation
October  11th is pastor 

appreciation Sunday.  Please 
bring or send Pastor Will a card 
thanking him for what he has 
done for Peace.  I know he will 
appreciate your kind words.  

Cookies for College We will be packaging 
goodie boxes for our college 

students to be delivered around Hal-
loween.  If you would like to contrib-
ute goodies, please leave individu-
ally wrapped goodies in the kitchen 
(marked as College Goodies) by Sunday, October 
24.  If you have questions, contact the office, or 
Sharon Schatzke. Be sure to have mailing ad-
dresses  to the church office.
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Education and Youth News 

Peace Pals 
After September 30th, we will be 
suspending Peace Pals again for the time 
being. The 4 awesome weeks of Peace 
Pals were a blast! We will be looking at 
ways for the Peace Pal kids to gather safely 
in the building. Worship will be back inside 
on October 3rd & 4th, and we will see how 
that goes before we make decisions on our 
Wednesday night activities.  
 

Youth Group Update 
Every Wednesday night, we will be meeting 
in person in the Fellowship Hall at Peace 
for Youth Group. Please remember to bring 
a mask as it will be required when we meet 
inside. Youth Group will be from 7:30 
PM-8:30 PM every Wednesday.  
 

Confirmation 
This year for Confirmation, students will 
meet on Wednesday nights from 7:30-8:30 
PM. Starting in October, students will meet 
at Peace in the Fellowship Hall. Masks will 
be required as we start meeting inside. 
Confirmation students will also have a 
monthly check in with Vanessa either in 
person or via Zoom! At these meetings, 
we’ll take a look at outreach projects, faith 
statements, and dive deeper into 
Confirmation lessons. It’ll be awesome!  

 
Confirmation Retreat 

This year, there will not be a Confirmation 
retreat. Hopefully, we will be able to resume 

this fun tradition next year!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Halloween Carnival 
Sadly, there will be no Halloween Carnival 
this year. We are doing our best to keep our 
community safe! At this time, we don’t see a 
way that we could safely put on a 
Halloween Carnival. The planning will 
continue, and hopefully in 2021 we will have 
a spooktacular Halloween Carnival! Thank 
you for your continued patience and support 
as we navigate through this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Dinner Prayer 
Since we haven’t been able to eat dinner 
together, I thought I would remind you of our 
awesome Dinner Prayers that we used to 
sing! Here is one of them! 

Superman Prayer 
Thank you, God, for giving us food! 
Thank you, God, for giving us food! 

For the food that we eat, 
and the friends that we meet.  

Thank you, God, for giving us food! 
Amen. 

 
Children’s Message 

Friends! It’s been a while since I have done 
Children’s Messages during our Worship 
Services. I’m happy to tell you that the 
Children’s Messages are back! If you miss 
the Message, you can always find it on our 
past live streamed services on our website 
and Facebook page.  
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Check out the web site: 
peacelutheranbillings.

com. Web site is updated 
with, up to date calendar, 
newsletter in color, Youth 
page, and photo page. 

Church Council Minutes
The approved church council minutes are 

available at the bulletin board outside the church 
office. Thank you

Find us on facebook:
Peace Lutheran Church, Billings MT

Church E-mail Addresses
Pastor Will
 prsappington@gmail.com
Church Office
 peaceoffice@bresnan.net
Intern Pastor
 internpeace@gmail.com
Youth Director
 peacelcyouth@gmail.com

Congregational News

Simply Giving Program - Would you find it help-
ful to have your offerings taken from your bank 
account as you do other monthly drafts? Thri-
vent Financial for Lutherans sponsors a program 
called Simply Giving which offers this service for 
people who wish to have offerings transferred 
electronically to Peace 
Lutheran Church ac-
count. For those who 
travel, this is particu-
larly helpful in keeping 
up with their intended offerings, and it will keep 
you from having to make up the difference later. 
Contact the church office for more details. 

Congregational Life Committee
The Congregational Life Committee is 
responsible to touch the lives of the people of 
Peace Lutheran Church by involving them in the 
life and ministry of the church.  One of the most 
visible responsibilities is fellowship following 
worship services.  We moved from asking 
service committee members to bring cookies, 
etc., to providing doughnuts.  So, the duties have 
been reduced and only one or two people are 
needed for each Sunday.  We will continue to 
assign monthly service committees as we have 
done in the past.  If we have a potluck or other 
congregational function during the month, the 
committee may be asked to help.  A committee 
chairperson will be assigned each month and 
will ask committee members to help with the 
fellowship/coffee following Sunday worship.  

October Serving group
Susan Finn, chair
Gary Finn
Kay/Larry Rossow
June/Jerry Berve
Jo/Randy Pates
Cinda/Rich Robbins
Robert Walker
Paula/Scott Pederson
Karen/Ronald Johnson
Abby/Justin Duke
Lynn Bulger
Rosalind Bulger

The Church 
Office has a new 
e-mail address.

   peaceoffice1301@gmail.com
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Congregational News

2020 Circles & Bible Studies: 
Everyone is welcome! 

Martha Circle 
Meets Third Wednesday, at 10:00 am 

in the Fellowship hall

Deborah-Katie Circle 
Meets 2nd Saturday at 10:30 am 

at Peace

Ruth Circle
Meets second Tuesday at 11:30 am

at Hardees on 24th

October 15th 

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 
Meets every 

Wednesday at 6:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. New-comers 

and one-timers are 
always welcome

Catch 
Worship 
Service 
Broad-
cast on 
Community 
Channel 7 
Sunday Mornings 
at 9:00 am 

Peace Lutheran Church Council 
President - Tony Pecarina 
Vice President - Dewey Anderson
Secretary - Linda Strosky 
Dewey Anderson - Abundant Life, Property
Mike Brown -  Property
Robin Felton - Education/Youth
Wendy Goodheart - Worship
Holli Miller - Congregational Life
Tony Pecarina - Education/Youth
Jody Pierce - Education/Youth
Dan Quanbeck - 
Bryan Peterson - Mission & Service
Nate Sider - Education/Youth
Linda Strosky - Mission & Service
Nancy Taylor - Mission & Service

Boards/Committees
St John’s Ministries 
Rich Robbins 
Rhonda Sappington

Christikon 
Kaia Sappington
Mike Brown
Erl Barsness

Lutheran Center
Rhonda Hanson
Debbie Sider         
Endowment Trustee    
Ed Popp  Molly Johnson 
Bernie Mason Rhonda Hanson
Dean Welliever

Nominating Committee 
Dean Welleiever 
George Simek
Chuck Sider
Linda Strosky
Holli Miller 

Questions about Council Activities? If 
you have any questions or comments

 regarding any council action - pending or 
          complete - please contact  

President  Tony Pecarina
Vice-President  Dewey Anderson

Currently Suspended

Meeting on Zoom
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1 Give thanks for the gifts, witness, leadership and faith 
of our LGBTQIA+ siblings in Christ. Pray that we will 
continue to grow as a church centered in the gospel 
and committed to the inclusion of all people. Pray that 
we will recognize and challenge the dynamics of bias, 
fear, power and privilege that discourage participation 
and equity in this church and in society.

2 Ezekiel confronted the Israelites for their resistance to 
change and to God’s ways of fairness. He rejected their 
arguments that change was too difficult, that they were 
acting only as they were raised and that he needed to 
live in the real world. Pray that we will repent, embrace 
God’s peace and justice, and heed God’s command, 
through Ezekiel, to “get yourselves a new heart and a 
new spirit!”

3 Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church (1181-1226)  
Pray that we will greet each day with a sense of awe, 
gratitude and respect for creation, for the organisms and 
creatures that inhabit the earth and for humanity in all its 
diversity and complexity ― the handiwork of God.

4 The Lutheran World Federation’s Season of Creation 
2020 invites us, through prayer and activism, to give 
thanks for creation and renew our human vocation for 
its care. Join Lutherans around the world in the online 
meeting and closing prayer today.

5 Persist in praying for all affected by Hurricane Laura, 
by wildfires in the western United States and by flood-
ing and severe weather. Pray that we will generously 
assist relief and reconstruction efforts and support the 
work of Lutheran Disaster Response.  

6 Give thanks and praise to God that our righteousness 
and salvation come not through our own efforts but 
through faith in Jesus Christ. 

7 Ask forgiveness for our involvement ― consciously or 
unconsciously ― in perpetuating the racism, laws and 
structures that benefit the majority through inequality 
and oppression. Pray for the Spirit to stir our humility, 
wisdom and persistence as we reflect on our lives and 
society and strive for racial justice, reform, reconcilia-
tion and unity as children of God.

8 Ask God to strengthen our faith and deepen our roots 
in the good news of Jesus Christ. Pray that we will draw 
on God’s strength through our faith, especially when we 
grow weary or doubtful in the face of the world’s chal-
lenges, criticism and ridicule. 

9 Pray that we will actively engage with our communi-
ties and neighbors, developing the resilience and hope 
needed to absorb, endure and recover from the spiri-
tual, medical, social and economic impacts of natural 
and human-caused disasters.

10 Remember in prayer those who have lost jobs or are 
furloughed from work, that they will have the resources 
and support to meet their daily needs as they seek em-
ployment. Pray that our congregations will be welcoming, 
supportive and ready to help, concerned for their dignity 
and their spiritual, physical and emotional needs.

11 Give thanks and praise to God for welcoming us into 
the kingdom of God, an undeserved gift to be shared with 
the world. Pray that we will never take the joy and bless-
ings of this gift for granted or hide it from our neighbor.

12 The Lutheran Office for World Community (LOWC), 
a joint ministry of the ELCA and the Lutheran World Fed-
eration, represents Lutherans at the United Nations. Give 
thanks for the LOWC’s work in monitoring issues of con-
cern to the church, sharing our perspectives and speak-
ing for peace, justice, human rights, respect for interna-
tional law, and better standards of living for all people.

13 Pray that we, too, will hear Paul’s assurance to the 
Philippians in difficult times, that “the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Ask that the 
Spirit fill our lives with peace, love and mercy that will 
shine brightly in the world.

14 Pray for our companion-synod relationships through-
out the world, especially during this time of physical sep-
aration, that we will continue to nurture and strengthen 
one another for life and ministry through prayer, study, 
communication, and sharing resources for doing God’s 
work in the world together.

15 Throughout our baptismal journey, Psalm 23 encour-
ages, calms and nourishes us with the reassurance that 
we are never without God’s love, attention and guidance. 
Give thanks to God and pray that we will reflect God’s 
loving presence and care in all that we do and say. 
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16 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 
gathered, in person and online, for the Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly, that the Spirit will 
strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing 
leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, 
serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-
changing world.

17 Pray for active-duty military and their families, espe-
cially in times of deployment, transition and separation, 
that their faith will comfort and strengthen them and that 
they will have confidence knowing they are always con-
nected with the love, support and concern of their home 
community of faith.

18 Remember in prayer newly elected synod bishops. 
Ask the Spirit to give them the wisdom, vision and faith 
to meet the challenges of their ministries, helping con-
gregations and special ministries spread the gospel, 
serve our neighbors in need and grow the church.

19 Ask God to help us provide comfort, support and 
hope to our neighbors who feel helpless and  over-
whelmed amid the pandemic, natural disasters, eco-
nomic struggles and social unrest.

20 Pray that we will experience God’s love, encourage-
ment and unity in the body of Christ through worship 
and the sacraments ― in person, online or however 
we gather.

21 Give thanks to God for one another and pray for our 
siblings in Christ, that we will be steadfast in our faith, 
proclaim the gospel in our daily lives and serve as ex-
amples of God’s mercy and love in the world.

22 Thank God for our special relationship with the Unit-
ed Methodist Church, a full communion partner with 
the ELCA since 2009. Pray for the church, its diverse 
ministries and its members and leaders, that together 
we will find mutual support, new partnerships and new 
resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serv-
ing our neighbor.

23 “Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
let the sea roar, and all that fills it,” for God is great, 
powerful and wondrous. Sing praise to God!  

24 Pray for students, teachers, school staff and parents 
as they continue to adapt to the uncertainties of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on school environ-
ments and distanced learning.

25 Reformation Sunday  Praise God for the gift of 
grace that sets us free to change and be changed, to 
form and reform as the body of Christ for the sake of 
humanity, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work 
in the world.

26 Pray for the Spirit to deepen our understanding of 
what being a Lutheran Christian means, through prayer, 
Scripture, reflecting on our creeds and teachings, being 
renewed and united through the sacraments, and open-
ing ourselves to God’s voice and guidance in an ever-
changing society and world.

27 Give thanks that, though we have sinned and fallen 
short of God’s expectations, God has set things right 
with us and restored our relationship through the gift of 
grace we have in Jesus Christ. Pray that throughout our 
baptismal journeys we will spread the hope and good 
news of God’s merciful love for humankind.

28 The ELCA Fund for Leaders scholarship program 
supports students of promise attending ELCA seminar-
ies. Pray that we will generously support this program 
to make seminary more affordable, to enable more fu-
ture ministers to study and to help them graduate with 
less debt as they respond to God’s call to serve as the 
church needs and the Spirit leads.

29 “God is our refuge and strength.” Give thanks and 
praise to God and reflect on how God sustains you, 
gives you courage, influences your decisions and ac-
tions, and equips you for living as a follower of Christ in 
the world.

30 Pray for the Spirit to guide and inspire our discern-
ment and decisions in the upcoming presidential elec-
tion, and to help us prioritize the needs of our neigh-
bors, the well-being of communities in turmoil and the 
task of healing the deep divisions in our society.

31 Reformation Day  Give thanks and praise to God 
for the ministry, teachings and impact of Martin Luther 
and other church reformers, who took great risks to re-
focus our faith, institutions and practices on the word 
of God and the good news of Jesus Christ. Pray that 
we will continue to be a reforming church, mindful of 
the Spirit’s guidance as we discern how to follow Christ 
― now and in the future.
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