
Celebration of Grace Country Gospel Worship 
 

September 19th & 20th 

Sixteenth weekend after  Pentecost 
 

OPENING SONG   "God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens"  ELW #771  
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
  



CALL TO WORSHIP 

Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. 

 We love because God first loved us 
 

If someone says, “I love God,” yet hates a brother or sister, that person is a liar. 

 For one cannot love God, who is not seen; if one does not love a  brother  

 or sister, who is seen. 
 

This then, is the command Christ gave us: anyone who loves God must also love a 

brother or sister. 

 O, Divine Master, grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 

 as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to 

 love.  

Amen  

 
OPENING RESPONSE 

 
 

 

  



GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray together. Almighty God, 

You long for us to trust that you hold our lives safely in your hands. Reveal 

the surprises you have for us in your good time, and show us that your mercy 

never fails us, in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 

THE KYRIE  

 

THE CONFESSION 

Eternal God, hear us as we confess our sins before You, and our brothers 

and sisters.  Our tongues speak of love, but our hearts hold anger; our voices 

cry out for compassion, but our actions testify only to apathy; You have 

given us a path of light to follow, but our feet lead us into darkness.  Forgive 

us these sins, and the sins we dare not speak, in the name of Jesus.  In Him 

we have redemption through His blood and the forgiveness of our sins, 

according to the riches of His grace. 

 

 



THE ABSOLUTION  

This is how God showed love for us; Jesus came into the world so we might have 

life.  This is what love is.  It is not that we have loved God, but that God loves us 

and sent Jesus to be the means by which our sins are forgiven. 

Amen. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 145:1–8 
 

The Psalm for today is Psalm 145. Let us read responsively, I will read the first half 
of the verse and you will respond by reading the indented portion. 
 
1I will exalt you, my God and king, 

 and bless your name forever and ever. 
 

2Every day will I bless you 

 and praise your name forever and ever. 
 

3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 

 There is no end to your greatness. 
 

4One generation shall praise your works to another 

 and shall declare your power.    
 

5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

 and all your marvelous works. 
 

6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

 and I will recount your greatness. 
 

7They shall publish the remembrance of  your great goodness; 

 they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
 

8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.    

  



GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:8 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the 3rd chapter verse 8. 
Glory to you, O Lord  
 

Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON READING: Genesis 15:1-6 
 

1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be 

afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." 2But Abram said, 

"O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 

house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3And Abram said, "You have given me no 

offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." 4But the word of the 

LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 

issue shall be your heir." 5He brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven 

and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him, "So shall 

your descendants be." 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to 

him as righteousness. 

Word of the Lord. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

MESSAGE  Pastor Will Sappington 
  

  



HYMN OF THE DAY  "My Hope is Built on Nothing Less"  ELW #596 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  



APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  

 God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living  

 and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

  



THE PRAYERS 

 
 

 

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE  
 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 



SONG OF THANKSGIVING 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever.  

Amen. 



SHARING THE MEAL 

 
COMMUNION SONG  " Lord I Need You"     

 
 

BENEDICTION 

Now may our Lord, Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through 

grace gave us eternal comfort and hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in 

every good work and deed, and be with you until we meet again. 

Amen. 
 

CLOSING RESPONSE

 

DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace, serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 
  



We Believe in Prayer For praise and thanksgiving ... 
Elizabeth A. Eaton - Presiding Bishop, ELCA  

Laurie Jungling - Bishop - Montana Synod;  

For people around the world in need ...  

Needs of our neighborhood coping with Covid - 19 virus  

President Donald Trump (requested by Peace member)  

Christine & Scotty Soileau – Quantico, VA. (member of Peace)  

For illness or injuries .. of membersWe Believe in Prayer For praise and thanksgiving ... 

Elizabeth A. Eaton - Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Laurie Jungling - Bishop - Montana Synod;  
For people around the world in need ...  
Needs of our neighborhood coping with Covid - 19 virus  
President Donald Trump (requested by Peace member)  
Christine & Scotty Soileau – Quantico, VA. (member of Peace)  
For illness or injuries .. of members 
Grady 
Jane Stark 
Howard Albers 
Doris Berg 
Frank Mosdal - hospice care 
Larry Hanson - contracted covid19 
Carol Hoefner -  
Kathy Gilbertson 
Hank Tungstall - healing 
LaWanda Sherseth - healing 
Annette Reich - Tender Nest 
John Modde - recovery 
Kathleen Gregg - healing 
Larry Heiser –  
For illness or injuries .. of family and friends.  
Kim Anderson - friend of Jo Pates, Illness 
John & Rosanne Mode - John's son JC kidney cancer starting Chemo 
John & Rosanne Modde - Rosanne's Wayne , bone cancer 
Jon - healing 
John, for peace and healing 
Mary - comfort 
Dorothy 
Briana, Lucas, Todd and Kendra 
Jim Zeiler, brother of Sharon Hedden, healing 
Jenny - Rick & Barb Olson daughter, cancer 
Malcom - 6 yrs. old with a brain tumor 
Rako Zech & family, Ron's Zech son - cancer diagnosis  
Gary Fink - healing  
Ann Strecker - friend of Rick & Barb Olson - healing 
Laura Fisher (Jodi Peterson's cousin) cancer 
Shawn Hanser  
Bud Leuthold - friend of Joy Lindberg leukemia  
 

To share burdens or JOYS - please call our prayer chain  

lone Bloom (652-2441)  Lisa Grimsley (698-4121) 

  



Worship Next Weekend   September 26th  & 27th   
Seventeenth weekend after Pentecost   "For Good" 
Readings: Psalm 25:1-9; Luke 6:35;  
 Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21 
 

Pastor: Rev. Will Sappington – prsappington@gmail.com 

Intern: Josh Wyman – internpeace@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Dean Jenson –  peaceoffice@bresnan.net  

 

On the Web @ peacelutheranbillings.com 

Like us on Facebook - Peace Lutheran Church, Billings, MT 

 
Worship Statistics 

Date   Attendance  General Fund  Designated  Capt. Camp.      Total  

9/6 30  $7,445.66    $70.00   $125.00  $7,640.66 

9/13 46  $3,555.27         $25.00    $3,580.27 

 
Peace Pals is on in September! Our K through 5th grade age group will meet September 9, 16, 
23, and 30. We will be outside and have a great time. Mark your calendars.  
 
Your help is needed in getting information on all College students. The office needs mailing 
addresses and email addresses for college students. Please call Dean in the church office or 
leave information on office desk. 
 
Christ in Our Home - Devotional booklets are available for the months of October, November & 

December. Please feel free to take your daily devotional. 

 

Do you know how to thread a needle? Sew on a button? Repair a loose hem? Then put your 
skills to good use and join our volunteer mending team for the residents of Chapel Court. 
Residents will bring their items with a description of the mending need to the social worker who 
will prepare the item for volunteers to pick-up. We can provide thread if needed. The volunteer 
will work on the item at home, then bring it back when completed. Please call 655-7727 or email 
volunteer@stjohnsunited.org 
 

Dear Peace Lutheran Church, As a recipient of a Peace Lutheran scholarship, I wanted to thank 

you for the funding of this 

scholarship. I am currently a senior at MSUB here in Billings. I am majoring in Health and Human 

Performance and have finished my chemistry minor. The end goal is to go to Physician Assistant 

school at Rocky when I am done. Because of all the schooling now and in the future, the 

generosity of this scholarship is truly appreciated. The support that Peace Lutheran has given not 

only me, but to the community is unmatched. This is four years in a row I've been gifted a 

scholarship, and each time I've been surprised with the generosity of the church.  I couldn't be 

more glad to a part of the congregation and I strive to show the same level of generosity that the 

church constantly does. Your support is unmatched, and I can't say thank you enough. 

Sincerely, Bryce Peterson 

mailto:volunteer@stjohnsunited.org

