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November 2020 

Making Christ Available to All 
by Rejoicing, Renewing and Reaching Out

Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement

Worship Schedule 
Saturdays: 5:00 pm 
Sundays: 10:00 am 
Education Hour: 11:00 am 
Sunday  Channel 7 at 9:00 am 

Luther’s Small Catechism: 
 The First Article: On Creation
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.

What is this? or What does this mean?
I believe that God has created me together with 
all that exists. God has given me and still pre-
serves my body and soul: eyes, ears, and all limbs 
and senses; reason and all mental faculties.
In addition, God daily and abundantly provides 
shoes and clothing, food and drink, house and 
farm, spouse and children, fields, livestock, and all property – along 
with all the necessities and nourishment for this body and life. God 
protects me against all danger and shields and preserves me from all 
evil. And all this is done out of pure, fatherly, and divine goodness and 
mercy, without any merit or worthiness of mine at all! For all of this 
I owe it to God to thank and praise, serve and obey him. This is most 
certainly true.

I spend quite a lot of time asking, “What does this mean?” 
Some argue this is because I’m not that bright. While that 
may be true, looking for meaning and application of that 
meaning is something I’ve done my entire life. “Why?” is not a 
question I’m afraid of in the least. Sometimes we are tempt-
ed to see faith and following Jesus as something static. Once 
we figure it out we’re set for eternity. Lather, rinse, repeat. 
I don’t view faith and discipleship through that lens. I think 
we miss out on the depth and richness of a relationship with 
God when we do try this.

The first weekend in November is All Saints weekend. 
At Peace we remember especially the saints that we’ve 
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Prayer Concerns of those we prayed for October 2020
We Believe in Prayer For praise and 
thanksgiving ...
Elizabeth A. Eaton - Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Jessica Christ - Bishop - Montana Synod; 
For people around the world in need ... 
Needs of our neighborhood coping with 
Covid - 19 virus 
President Donald Trump (requested by Peace 
member) 
Christine & Scotty Soileau – Quantico, VA. (mem-
ber of Peace) 
For illness or injuries .. of members
Ron Zech
Jane Stark
Howard Albers
Doris Berg
Frank Mosdal - hospice care
Carol Hoefner - St. John’s
Kathy Gilbertson
Hank Tungstall - healing
LaWanda Sherseth - healing
Annette Reich - Tender Nest
John Modde - recovery
Kathleen Gregg - healing
Larry Heiser – 

Prayer Concems is a published list of those 
on the prayer chain, who have given permis-

sion to publish their names. If you are interested 
in praying for these, as well as others, please join 
the prayer chain. They have leaders who call or 
email. Please call lone Bloom at 652-2441 or Lisa 
Grimsley (698-4121).

 For illness or injuries .. of family 
and friends. 
Muriel Peterson- Ken Peterson’s mother who has 
tested positive for Covid - 19 virus 
Denise- Bonnie Hovik Clausen’s daughter in law
Kim Anderson - friend of Jo Pates, Illness
John & Rosanne Mode - John’s son JC kidney can-
cer starting Chemo
John & Rosanne Modde - Rosanne’s Wayne , bone 
cancer
Jon - healing
John, for peace and healing
Mary - comfort
Dorothy
Briana, Lucas, Todd and Kendra
Jim Zeiler, brother of Sharon Hedden, healing
Jenny - Rick & Barb Olson daughter, cancer
Malcom - 6 yrs. old with a brain tumor
Rako Zech & family, Ron’s Zech son - cancer diag-
nosis 
Gary Fink - healing 
Ann Strecker - friend of Rick & Barb Olson - healing
Laura Fisher (Jodi Peterson’s cousin) cancer
Shawn Hanser 
Bud Leuthold - friend of Joy Lindberg leukemia 
For those grieving… 
Greg & Shelly Popp on the death of Greg’s father 
Jake Popp
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Congregational News
A Day in the Life of the Intern 

Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
for his wonderful works to humankind.

For he satisfies the thirsty,
and the hungry he fills with good things.

-Psalm 107:8-9

My Grandma’s love language has always been gift giving. She loves lav-
ishing her grandchildren with as many gifts as she possibly can, and will 
go out of her way to come up with whatever reason she can to have an 
opportunity to give us presents. One of these Grandma created gift giving 
opportunities falls on Thanksgiving every year, “The Great Pinecone Hunt.” 
She would go around the backyard and hide different colored pinecones 
for all of us to find, and each pinecone would be matched with a different 
gift. These gifts could range anywhere from a box of candy to a singing tur-
key, you never knew what you were going to get. And while this was a fun 
game for us to play growing up, it also taught us an important lesson.
When it would come time for our thanksgiving meal, we would go around 
the table and say some things that we were thankful for. If any of us kids couldn’t think of something to 
say, Grandma would smile and remind us, “You were able to find all of those pinecones, I’m sure you can 
find something to be thankful for!” When we discover and acknowledge the blessings that we have, we 
are able to see the places where God has been present and active in our lives. In a year that has been 
marked by a lot of difficulty for many of us, this practice becomes even more important. When we see that 
we still have things to be thankful for, even in the midst of the chaos, we are able to see that God has been 
present with us all along. We are able to see places where the light has shone through the darkness, and 
we are able to remember that we have a God who abides with us, even in the hardest times. During this 
Thanksgiving month, I invite you to search for as many things as you can that you are thankful for, and 
see all of the ways that God has continued to show up, even in the year 2020.

God Bless,
Josh Wyman

All Saints weekend 
October 31st and 

November 1st We will again 
honor our saints with banners 
and video presentations. 

Daylight 
Savings Time 

ends 
November 1st 
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mourned in the last year and we also remember the newest members of the community welcomed 
in baptism. I’ve never met a perfect saint, but the best and most influential saints in my life 
are the ones who consistently asked, “What does this mean for me as a follower of Christ?” and 
“What is God calling me to do in this unique circumstance?” These beloved mentors and examples 
for me usually reminded me of surfers. Great surfers read the waves and they change their ap-
proach based on the reality of each new situation and what they see and feel. 

Surfing can be terrifying, but I think it’s one of the best analogies for a life of listening to God. 
I remember as a kid going to Disneyland and wanting to drive the racecars. You can imagine my 
disappointment when I discovered these cars that looked so cool in my 6 year old eyes were re-
ally on a fixed track. I could move the car a little to the right or left, but I was not in control. I 
would never be able to make a brilliant pass of the next car over. We 
were locked into our predestined spots. I only went on those cars once. 
I prefer surfing. 

In the translation of Luther’s Catechism above, we read, “I believe that 
God has created me together with all that exists. God has given me and 
still preserves my body and soul: eyes, ears, and all limbs and senses; 
reason and all mental faculties.” That last part especially stands out 
to me. God has given me the gift of reason and the mental ability to 
discern how to live out Jesus’ invitation to love God and love our neigh-
bors. Why do we sometimes choose to not use the brains God has given 
us? I don’t subscribe to the notion of, “the Bible says it, I believe it, and that settles it.” Jesus 
certainly didn’t. His challenges to the Pharisees and Saducees about interpreting scripture clearly 
show us that. Jesus was a surfer. Jesus taught his disciples to surf too. 

My invitation to you this month is to reject the 
desire for a safe, concrete, and static view of 
God. I invite you to move with the Spirit. I invite 
you to reject the easy labels for the people you 
like and especially for the people you find your-
self disagreeing with and uncomfortable around 
in daily life. I invite you to believe in God the Fa-
ther almighty, who is still creating you, heaven, 
and earth.

Let’s hit the waves,
Will +
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Upcoming Mission & Service Opportunities to Watch For 
The holiday season is right around the corner and will more than likely look much different from any 
holiday of the past.   As we get busy readying for the holidays, let us not forget about those in need.

 Here is the Mission and Service Reaching Out opportunities for November.  

St. John’s Mending Project- We have Peace members volunteering their mending skills.

 Thanksgiving Baskets- Stay tuned for donation and volunteer opportunities as we build 
Thanksgiving baskets again this year.

School Kits to Lutheran World Relief- The Quilting group and the Mission & Service 
committee will be collaborating on this project along with congregational assistance for an 
 extended period of time into 2021.

Committee Volunteer Opportunities
As a reminder, the Mission & Service Committee meets every odd numbered month on the second 
Monday.  Meetings are currently held virtually on Zoom at 12:30 p.m. and typically last no longer than 

30-45 minutes.  Other committees are also in need of those who would like to serve.  
Please give thought where you can lend your talents, and consider joining one of the many service 

committees of Peace Lutheran.

Prayerfully consider serving others with the opportunities above.  
God bless, and may you have a wonderful Thanksgiving!

Mission and Service News

Happy Thanksgiving to 
our neighbors…
Thanksgiving Baskets 
we want to provide to 
families at Highland 
Elementary and Lewis 
and Clark Middle School. 
Each year it makes my 
heart glad to see your 
amazing generosity. 
With the pandemic we 
are doing things a little 
differently. You will find a link in midweek email 
which will take you to a Google Form where you 
can sign up to donate the items on our list. If you 
would prefer to make a monetary donation please 
do that by November 15th. You can bring items in 
any time the office is open or call the church for 
more information at 252-5504. All other donations 
are due by November 22nd. Thank you!

Items still needed as of October 27th 

Turkeys - 9 - (at least 10-12 pounds)
Potatoes - 10 - (5 lb Bags)
Stuffing  - 10 Small boxes or 5 Large boxes -  
Sweet Potatoes - 28 - Small or 14 Large cans  
Butter  - 11 - 1 lb 
Pumpkin Pie - 14  
Cool Whip - 12 - tubs 
French Fried Onions  - 12  - Small Cans 
Foil Turkey Roasting Pans  - 9 
Rolls - 13 Dozen 
Cranberry Relish - 26 - cans 
Bisquick - 10 -  boxes
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November Worship Themes
Seasons change this month as we start with All Saints and 

end with first weekend of Advent . We hear from prophets and 
(Sermon focus texts are in bold.)

October 31st & November 1st All Saints Weekend    “God Cares”
Readings: Psalm 34:1-10, 22; Luke 4:24-26; 1 Kings 17:1-24
This year for All Saints we hear a story of resurrection. This feels like such good news to me. We are 
children of a God who is the author of resurrection. We are part of a family that boldly proclaims that 
death is not the final word. Rise up!

November 7th & 8th      Twenty-third Weekend after Pentecost   “God Loves”
Readings: Psalm 70; Luke 18:13; Jonah 1:1-17, 3:1-10
In this text, we see Jonah running away from his calling because he does not want to share God’s 
message with a group of people that he has strong disagreements with. But God loves the Ninevites too. 
Who does God call us to be as neighbors to people who don’t see the world in the same way we do? 

November 14th & 15th Twenty-fourth Weekend after Pentecost   “God Calls”
Readings: Psalm 90:1-12; Luke 5:8-10; Isaiah 6:1-8
“God equips the called. God does not call the equipped.” This little bit of wisdom has been a trusty 
walking stick for me on this discipleship journey. Too often I cry out to God that I am not ready and God’s 
response is, “I didn’t ask you to be ready. I asked you to go.” Let’s go!

November 21st & 22nd  Christ the King Weekend     “God Promises”
Readings: Psalm 46; Luke 22:19-20; Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28, 31:31-34
Years ago I wrote a few checks from an account that was no longer open. I have no idea how I managed 
to make the mistake. Quickly I discovered none of those checks were worth anything. We can write 
promises and sign contracts, but God calls us to a deeper relationship. What is written on your heart?

November 28th & 29th  First Weekend of Advent     “God Protects
Readings: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Luke 23:1-5; Daniel 6:6-27
When Daniel is entering one of the most dangerous and terrifying moments of his life, God does not leave 
him alone. Daniel is able to hold on to his hope and his faith, and God enters the Lion’s Den with him. 
Where do we turn when life gets hard, and how does God respond to our cries for help? 

Worship News

 

Mid-Week Worship Service at Peace!!!
Everyone is invited to tune in 7pm Wednesday evenings.

Go to Website peacelutheranbillings.com
and join in the live stream of worship 

  November 4 - Evening Song
  November 11 - Compline
  November 18 - Celtic Evening Liturgy 
 November 25 - Holden Evening Prayer

Compline Worship

Holden
Evening

Prayer
Marty Haugen
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Education and Youth News 

Peace Pals 
As of now, we are not planning on meeting 
for Peace Pals for the remainder of 2020. 
Although, we are working on something 
special for the Peace Pal kids in 2021. 
Thanks for being patient. Stay safe and do 
what you can to help your neighbor! 
 

Youth Group Update 
There will be no in-person Youth Group 
through November. We will keep you 
updated as we move forward. Thank you for 
your patience! 
 

Confirmation 
We are shifting gears for Confirmation. 
Starting October 28th, we will be doing an 
online version of Confirmation in Google 
Classroom. Each week, there will be a new 
slideshow lesson and video presentation. 
Throughout each month, there will be 
check-ins with the group and 1 on 1 with 
Vanessa. We are planning to do 
Confirmation in this way at least through 
2020. 
 
The awesome thing about Confirmation 
being online is that anyone can join us! No 
matter what age you are, if you’d like to join 
us for Confirmation or have questions, you 
can contact Vanessa at 
peacelcyouth@gmail.com to get more 
information.  

 
Children’s Message 

Friends! It’s been a while since I have done 
Children’s Messages during our Worship 
Services. I’m happy to tell you that the 
Children’s Messages are back! If you miss 
the Message, you can always find it on our 
past live streamed services on our website 
and Facebook page.  
 

Dinner Prayer 
Since we haven’t been able to eat dinner 
together, I thought I would remind you of our 
awesome Dinner Prayers that we used to 
sing! Here is one of them! 

Jaws Dinner Prayer 
(To the Tune of Jaws) 

To start, put your hands on top of your head 
like a shark fin.  

 
God is great and 
God is good and  

(Speed up) 
So let us thank Him  

For our food 
AMEN! 

 
Family Activity 
Skittles Prayer! 

This is a fun activity to do in the month of 
November as a Prayer of Thanksgiving! 
Each skittle color will represent something 
different to be thankful for. After you’re done 
with that Skittle’s prayer, you get to eat it!  
 
Orange- Pray a prayer of thanks to God for 
everything God has given you. 
Yellow- Pray for someone in your life you 
are thankful for.  
Green- Pray and ask God to show you how 
you can help others this Holiday season. 
Purple- Pray for those who may not have 
food or family to spend time with this 
Thanksgiving.  
Red- Pray for whatever is on your heart! 
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Peace Quilters
We have been meeting for the past few weeks and have finished about 
15 quilts. But now because of the new requirements of Covid 19 we 
have decided to stay home for 4 weeks. We still can use all the crochet 
thread you may have around the house to give to us, any size, color or 
amount. Hopefully things will improve socially and we can start again 
in December. I am most thankful to all of you that have donated school 

supplies for the LWR School Kits.  The gray tub is nearly full !!

Worship News
Please have your mask on as you leave your vehicle and keep it on until 
you return to your vehicle. Masks are required at all times with the excep-
tion of the brief time you take communion. Bring your own communion 
elements to worship.
For the month of November we will continue with our worship attendance 
based on last names. 
October 31/November 1: A-L November 7/8: M-Z
November 14/15: A-L  November 21/22: M-Z
November 28-29: A-L
We are working to plan socially distant options for in-person Christmas Eve. If you have ideas, let us 
know!

Family Promise News
Help! It seems we are missing bed-
ding from the last time we hosted 
Family Promise. If you volunteered to 
take laundry and still have it, please 
drop it off at the church.
We will be virtually hosting Family 
Promise November 8-14. At this time 
we do not need to provide meals for 
the families, but donations are always 
needed. Go to https://www.familypro-
miseyv.org/donate.html to see the op-
tions for supporting this amazing min-
istry.
We will also be adopting a family of 5 
for Christmas gifts this year. See the 
list of items the family is requesting.

In As Much Tree!
This year we are sponsoring a family of 6 who are in the Fam-
ily Promise program. Will you join us in making this a joyous 
Christmas for this family?
Keyori, 11 years Juniors size 9 pants, juniors medium shirts,  
 socks, shoes size women’s 7 shoe/boot, art supplies, 
 colored pencils, markers, makeup  
D’Sean, 10 years boys 14 pants, shirts 14/16, shoes, boots   
 men’s 6.5, skateboard, sled  
Maricole, 3 years Girls 4T pants, 4T shirts, socks, shoes size  
 Toddler 8, Frozen toys  
Dana, 4 years pants size 6, shirts size 6, boys underwear,   
 socks, shoes 12 Toddler, Avengers toys, wrestling toys  
Bobbi, Adult Pants women’s 14, XL shirts, socks, shoes size 9
  women’s perfume, jewelery, slippers  
Vincent, Adult Men’s pants 40X 32; shirts 3XL; men’s large   
 underwear boxer briefs, socks, shoes 13 mens, tool set,   
 cologne,  
All donations need to be to Peace by December 13th. 
Thank you!
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Words from the Bishop: 

“Fool for Christ ”  
 A man and his pastor were walking through the 
parking lot toward the church one Sunday. It was a 
cold and blustery day and snow had carpeted the 
asphalt in front of the building. Both were wearing 
thick winter coats and boots and gloves. The pas-
tor was also wearing a mask to protect against the 
spread of Covid, but the man was not.
 As they approached the door, the man said, 
“Pastor, why are you wearing that mask? You look 
like a fool. Don’t you have faith in God? You should 
take it off and trust that God will protect you.”
 The pastor studied the man for a moment and 
then said, “I notice that you’re wearing your heavy 
winter coat and warm gloves and good snow boots, 
John.”
 John paused, wondering at this change in sub-
ject, and finally said, “Of course I am. It’s my turn to 
shovel the walks and it’s cold outside. So what?”
 The pastor said, “So, why don’t you take off 
all those clothes and trust that God will keep you 
warm while you shovel? Don’t you have faith that 
God will protect you from the cold?”
 John’s mouth moved up and down silently for 
several seconds as he caught the pastor’s mean-
ing. “Yeah, well, that’s different,” he finally mum-
bled looking away.
 “You’re right, John, it is different,” the pastor re-
plied with a smile easily seen behind the mask. 
“You’ve decided to use the brain God gave you to 
keep yourself warm. I’ve decided to use the brain 
and the love God gave me to protect you from a 
virus that could hurt or kill you. And if being a fool 
for Christ means loving you by wearing a mask, 
that’s what I’m going to do.” 
 In his first letter to the Corinthians (chps 1-3), 
Paul declares himself a fool for Christ’s sake and 
that Jesus’ followers in Corinth should be become 
fools in order to become wise in God’s way of the 
gospel. “If you think you are wise in this age, you 
should become fools so that you can become 

wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
to God,” he writes. What did Paul mean by this?
 Well, he certainly didn’t mean shoveling snow 
without warm clothes on. Nor did he mean choos-
ing not to wear a mask to prove our faith or be-
cause it makes us look silly. No, faith in God does 
not mean we’re supposed to dump reason beside 
the road altogether just because we’re anxious.
 Instead, God’s foolishness is a message of love 
in a world of hate; a message of meekness that 
empowers others rather than powers over oth-
ers; a message to support one another instead of 
competing with each other; a message to come 
together in a community of peace instead of falling 
into division and fighting over something doctors, 
nurses, and tricker-treaters wear regularly. God’s 
foolishness is a proclamation of hope in a time of 
despair and a flaring of light in the midst of deep 
darkness. Finally, God’s gospel foolishness says 
“no” to the world’s judgment, meanness, apathy and 
selfishness and says a resounding “YES” to forgive-
ness, kindness, compassion and generosity.
 In the end, God gave us brains as well as hearts, 
bodies and spirits, and we are called to use our 
whole selves in the best possible way to protect 
the lives God gave us as well as protect and care 
for the lives of our neighbors. “Love your neighbor 
as yourself,” remember?
 You don’t have to shovel snow in the cold naked 
to prove your faith to God or others. And neither 
do you have to go maskless to show your trust in 
God. Instead, in today’s world, wearing a mask to 
protect others from the Covid-19 virus is a sure 
sign of faith in God and in the love God gives us 
in Christ. And it is this very faith that calls us to 
share God’s love with all whom we meet, even if 
the world thinks it looks foolish.

Bishop Laurie
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Check out the web site: 
peacelutheranbillings.

com. Web site is updated 
with, up to date calendar, 
newsletter in color, Youth 
page, and photo page. 

Church Council Minutes
The approved church council minutes are 

available at the bulletin board outside the church 
office. Thank you

Find us on facebook:
Peace Lutheran Church, Billings MT

Church E-mail Addresses
Pastor Will
 prsappington@gmail.com
Church Office
 peaceoffice@bresnan.net
Intern Pastor
 internpeace@gmail.com
Youth Director
 peacelcyouth@gmail.com

Congregational News

Simply Giving Program - Would you find it help-
ful to have your offerings taken from your bank 
account as you do other monthly drafts? Thri-
vent Financial for Lutherans sponsors a program 
called Simply Giving which offers this service for 
people who wish to have offerings transferred 
electronically to Peace 
Lutheran Church ac-
count. For those who 
travel, this is particu-
larly helpful in keeping 
up with their intended offerings, and it will keep 
you from having to make up the difference later. 
Contact the church office for more details. 

Congregational Life Committee
The Congregational Life Committee is 
responsible to touch the lives of the people of 
Peace Lutheran Church by involving them in the 
life and ministry of the church.  One of the most 
visible responsibilities is fellowship following 
worship services.  We moved from asking 
service committee members to bring cookies, 
etc., to providing doughnuts.  So, the duties have 
been reduced and only one or two people are 
needed for each Sunday.  We will continue to 
assign monthly service committees as we have 
done in the past.  If we have a potluck or other 
congregational function during the month, the 
committee may be asked to help.  A committee 
chairperson will be assigned each month and 
will ask committee members to help with the 
fellowship/coffee following Sunday worship.  

November Serving group
Gerri Frasch, chair
Jim Frasch
Muriel/Marlin Overstreet
Karen/Gary Broeder
Connie Hausauer
Sharon/Roger Schatzke
Marva Overstreet
Linda/Paul Strosky
Laura/Danny Quanbeck
Jeff Murray
Sue/Ben Vigesaa

The Church 
Office has a new 
e-mail address.

   peaceoffice1301@gmail.com
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2020 Circles & Bible Studies: 
Everyone is welcome! 

Martha Circle 
Meets Third Wednesday, at 10:00 am 

in the Fellowship hall

Deborah-Katie Circle 
Meets 2nd Saturday at 10:30 am 

at Peace

Ruth Circle
Meets second Tuesday at 11:30 am

at Hardees on 24th

November 19th 

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 
Meets every 

Wednesday at 6:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. New-comers 

and one-timers are 
always welcome

Catch 
Worship 
Service 
Broad-
cast on 
Community 
Channel 7 
Sunday Mornings 
at 9:00 am 

Peace Lutheran Church Council 
President - Tony Pecarina 
Vice President - Dewey Anderson
Secretary - Linda Strosky 
Dewey Anderson - Abundant Life, Property
Mike Brown -  Property
Robin Felton - Education/Youth
Wendy Goodheart - Worship
Holli Miller - Congregational Life
Tony Pecarina - Education/Youth
Jody Pierce - Education/Youth
Dan Quanbeck - 
Bryan Peterson - Mission & Service
Nate Sider - Education/Youth
Linda Strosky - Mission & Service
Nancy Taylor - Mission & Service

Boards/Committees
St John’s Ministries 
Rich Robbins 
Rhonda Sappington

Christikon 
Kaia Sappington
Mike Brown
Erl Barsness

Lutheran Center
Rhonda Hanson
Debbie Sider         
Endowment Trustee    
Ed Popp  Molly Johnson 
Bernie Mason Rhonda Hanson
Dean Welliever

Nominating Committee 
Dean Welleiever 
George Simek
Chuck Sider
Linda Strosky
Holli Miller 

Questions about Council Activities? If 
you have any questions or comments

 regarding any council action - pending or 
          complete - please contact  

President  Tony Pecarina
Vice-President  Dewey Anderson

Currently Suspended

Meeting on Zoom
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1 All Saints Day  Give thanks for everyone God has 
gathered in the body of Christ — those who are living 
and those who have passed. Praise God for the diverse 
talents given to us that the Spirit uses to encourage faith 
in others, strengthen the community of believers and do 
God’s work in the world.

2 Native American Heritage Month  Lutheran witness 
of the gospel with American Indian and Alaska Native 
people stretches back more than 350 years. The EL-
CA’s American Indian and Alaska Native membership is 
around 4,850, and American Indian and Alaska Native 
Ministries works with 30 native congregations around 
the country. Pray for the ministry and witness of native 
congregations and the work of the American Indian and 
Alaska Native Lutheran Association, that they might 
flourish and grow. 

3 Pray for the Spirit to grant us wisdom and courage 
in our discernment and decisions as we elect leaders 
for our nation, states and communities. Pray that those 
chosen to serve will do so with compassion, justice, 
concern for people with critical needs and a commit-
ment to the well-being of all people and communities.

4 We are called to be disciples and students of Jesus, 
to study Scripture and to learn from the bearers of faith 
who live by what they teach. Pray that the Spirit will 
open our hearts and sharpen our minds to distinguish 
between those who are trustworthy and those who use 
their position and powers of persuasion to tempt us 
from the truth and ways of God. 

5 Pray for people and communities in the western states 
that are fighting wildfires, recovering from the devasta-
tion left by recent fires and worrying about the increased 
threat of wildfires and longer fire seasons. Ask God to 
protect the firefighters, emergency responders and vol-
unteers who work tirelessly and at great personal risk to 
protect lives and property.

6 Praise God for leading us and renewing us with light 
and truth throughout our baptismal journey.

7 Continue to pray for our global companions as some 
countries experience a new wave of COVID-19 infec-
tions. Pray for those countries most affected, that we 
might share physical and spiritual support and resourc-
es, mutually encourage leaders and congregations, 
and wait patiently for the day when we can celebrate 
our unity and work together in person.

8 Pray for insight and wisdom from the Spirit that will 
help us lead lives pleasing to God and glimpse the king-
dom of heaven.

9 Give thanks to God for Augsburg Fortress, the pub-
lishing ministry of the ELCA. Ask God to bless and fur-
ther its work creating resources and partnerships “to 
support the ministries of faith communities in communi-
cating the good news of God’s liberating grace.”

10 Pause, reflect and pray for God’s help with what-
ever is most troubling or perplexing in your life right now 
— that thing that keeps you awake at night.

11 Veterans Day  Remember and give thanks for the 
service and personal sacrifice of women and men who 
have served our nation in times of peace and war. Pray 
for those currently serving in the military and for their 
families, especially during times of separation, that they 
will know they are remembered, valued and cared for 
by their faith community and siblings in Christ.  

12 Pray for people who are recovering from hurricanes, 
storms and flooding here and in other countries. Ask 
God to displace their grief and despair with hope, their 
feelings of loss with comfort and wholeness, and their 
isolation and loneliness with the reassurance that peo-
ple, congregations and ministries such as Lutheran Di-
saster Response will stand with them now and for the 
long haul of recovery and healing.

13 Give praise and glory to God! We are alive and free 
because Jesus died and rose again for the sake of all 
humankind, that when we pass from this life, we will 
enjoy life together with God forever.

14 Pray for pastors and Christian education leaders 
who are working through the challenges of confirma-
tion instruction in a time when most congregations are 
still unable to meet in person. Ask God to lead them 
toward creative, effective solutions that will nurture and 
strengthen faith in young people, share the teachings of 
the church and affirm their roles and gifts as members 
of the body of Christ. 
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15 Pray that we might trust in God’s promises and in 
the certainty of our salvation through Jesus Christ, and 
not fret or speculate about when Christ will come again. 
Ask God to help us live in the present as children of 
God who share the good news of Jesus Christ, grow 
the church, strengthen one another and serve their 
neighbor.

16 Give thanks for the people in our daily lives who lift 
our spirits, inspire our faith, renew our hope and equip 
us for serving our neighbor.

17 Ask God to guide us through the span of our lives 
and focus us on learning God’s ways, commandments, 
teachings and priorities along the way.

18 Pray for federal chaplains serving in the U.S. mili-
tary and Veterans Affairs hospitals as they minister to 
military members and their families here and around 
the world. Give thanks for how they touch the lives of 
young adults, encourage their faith, connect them with 
faith communities, and provide care and counseling in 
unique contexts.

19 Some students find studying from home more dif-
ficult than others, especially those who live with learn-
ing disabilities, have special needs or experience the 
learning environment best when interacting with peers, 
teachers and counselors in person. Pray that these stu-
dents will find the care and attention they need — in 
person and online — to learn, mature and grow strong 
in their self-esteem.

20 We direct our attention to God and pray for mercy; 
we humble ourselves and trust in God’s promise of love, 
forgiveness and new life in Jesus Christ.

21 Pray for those working through the sometimes long 
and emotional process of becoming foster or adoptive 
parents. Pray that we might find ways to support and 
care for them and to celebrate with them the joys of 
family and parenthood.

22 Ask for God’s mercy and forgiveness when we fail 
to respect our neighbor, care for their needs and love 
them as Jesus loves us. Pray that our faith will shine in 
the world through bold yet humble acts of justice, mer-
cy, empathy, advocacy, care and love.

23 Pray that, as followers of Christ who treasure life as 
a gift from God, we will exercise patience, caution and 
concern for our neighbor as the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues long past our expectations and assumptions.  

24 Give thanks for followers of Christ and children of 
God who gather in faith communities everywhere to 
praise God, grow in faith and celebrate the unity we 
have in Christ. Pray that we might never show bias to-
ward or rebuff people who are curious and seek the 
good news we have received.

25 Praise God for our creative siblings in Christ whose 
hymns stir our faith, inspire us, speak of God’s work 
and express our joy and gratitude to God.

26 Thanksgiving Day  As we celebrate Thanksgiving, 
lift up prayers of gratitude for the blessings and abun-
dant resources we enjoy, and remember the people in 
our communities and world who suffer food insecurity, 
hunger and poverty. Ask the Spirit to increase our gen-
erosity and engagement with our neighbors in need and 
to help our communities become more just, generous, 
compassionate and committed to addressing difficult 
social issues.

27 Pray that we will be humble but not shy about pray-
ing in private or with others, trusting that God under-
stands us even when our words — spoken or silent 
— feel awkward or inadequate.

28 “O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful 
noise to the rock of our salvation!” Like the immense, com-
plex and awesome universe, we are God’s handiwork. 
Raise up prayers of glory and thanksgiving to God!

29 First Sunday of Advent  This is a year of hope, 
yearning and anticipation, when we cry out for relief, 
healing, positive signs of change in the world and re-
assurance that we’ll all be OK. Pray that we will trust 
in God’s promises and presence through faith in Jesus 
Christ — son of man and son of God, our hope, security 
and salvation in all times and circumstances. 

30 In the course of your day, envision the people who, 
working behind the scenes in service industries, attend 
to our needs, ease our stresses, make our lives more 
enjoyable, help us manage each day and attend to the 
little things we take for granted. Pray that we will open 
our eyes and see them, valuing their work, advocating 
for their fair wages and benefits, and expressing our 
gratitude for their hard work serving others.
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